
Questions for Woodwater LGB 27.04.16 

 

1. In relation to the PE report, who are the newly appointed sports leaders from Year Six to 
run the ‘Golden Mile’ initiative? (CFS)   
Answer - AL explained who the newly appointed sports leaders are in Year Six.  Premier Sport 
have been of far more benefit than Arsenal.  The quality of the provision all round is superior.  
Therefore the link with Premier Sport will continue but the link with Arsenal will not.  It was 
decided that there should not be a blanket decision on things such as this across the PAT but 
the schools should be able to make their own choices. 
 

2. Is it possible to add some slight changes to the questions in the questionnaire?  Like ‘I feel 
that…’ in order to enhance that it’s all about the parent’s perspective.  Or in Question 11 
substitute the word ‘valuable’ for ‘enough’. (CFS)   
Answer - AL said that changes cannot be made to the Ofsted questionnaire, otherwise there 
cannot be comparison across the PAT schools.  Across the rest of the year parents views are 
canvassed in different ways on a range of subjects and often the feedback from those is 
greater.  Homework is likely to be canvassed again shortly and Governors may be asked to 
have some input into that.  SC suggested that whether or not homework is given to children 
and the format of this should be a decision for the school to make and not be related to the 
views of the parents.  AL said that the school gets more engagements from parents when 
they have had some input in the format it takes.  Also where something scores low on the 
Ofsted questionnaire it is good for the school to demonstrate that they have taken some 
action as a result.  PM pointed out that it seems that there is a will to have a choice but not a 
willingness to deal with the consequences.  AL reassured the LGB that homework will not be 
structured according to the will of the parents but that it is important that it is demonstrated 
to parents that their views have been heard.  SC asked what the teacher’s views on 
homework are.  KB suggested that a term is trialled of no homework at all but AL felt that 
this would not be well received.  PM pointed out that there are two issues.  One is about 
canvassing opinion which is important.  The issue of homework itself is harder to deal with as 
children’s needs, professional judgements of staff and parental involvement all has to be 
taken into account.  SC suggested that the opinion of staff is canvassed and this could be 
shared with parents so that there is a clear policy.  AL pointed out that there is policy to a 
similar effect on the school website. 

 
3. In relation to the Curriculum coverage trackers, is it possible to have a look at them and 

see how they work? (CFS)   
Answer - AL said that these are on the website to be viewed.  This includes the skills that the 
children are to learn but not what the topics will be.  What the topics are is decided in 
discussions with staff and is not necessarily delivered in the same way to all children.  There 
have been two large themed learning events this year which has worked much better.   

 
4. In relation to the purchase of Go Givers, has the school bought the basic or the premium 

subscription and have pupils and parents been informed about the possibility of accessing 
it as well? (CFS)   
Answer - Premium subscription was purchased and it does have the facility for parents and 
pupils to use but it is being trialled by teaching staff first.  SC asked what this is.  AL said that 
Go Givers provides lesson maps, assemblies, power points etc in various areas and these are 
being delivered as appropriate.  There has been a lot of work done on a good work life 
balance for staff and Go Givers has been invaluable in facilitating that.  With regard to the 
new curriculum some space needs to be freed up in the working day.  British Values came up 



on the most recent Ofsted inspection and Go Givers assists with issues such as this also.  
Teaching staff are very positive about these resource tools and they have been shown to 
have a good effect on some pupil’s behaviours. 

 
5. How is the development of the assessment without levels going? (CFS)   

Answer - AL is attending a meeting on this subject on Friday of this week.  Testing of children 
at SEN levels will be considered.  Other children are tested on scale score testing which is very 
erratic.  A group of PAT heads have decided on 75% of objectives in the curriculum being 
used to demonstrate age related expectation.  This now needs to be made a more 
sophisticated tool which is more fully automated and become a PAT wide tracking tool.  In 
comparison with other organisations it seems that progress in this area is good.  SC asked 
about the current use of Pupil Tracker.  AL said that the feeling is that there are constraints in 
using this software and a lack of flexibility.  In conclusion there will be a PAT assessment 
model. 

 
6. In relation to the ‘Bullet Point Areas for Improvement’ of the last Headteacher’s report to 

LGB 22.02.16, what is the timetable to implement ICT and languages? (CFS)   
Answer - Ryan Lewis is running a network with ICT representatives in each school.  This 
school currently low in technical equipment and ICT skills so this is being worked on.  
Regarding MFL, there is a division of opinion between whether it should be delivered by a 
native language speaker or just by an English teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 


