
SEND information report -  Woodwater Academy 2018-2019 
 

What sort of a school is Woodwater Academy? 

Woodwater Academy is a fully inclusive, vibrant school. 

 

Our most recent OFSTED report (July 2018) stated ‘Pupils present as happy, eager individuals who enjoy 

learning and behave well.’ 

 

https://files.api.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50019869  

 

At Woodwater Academy, we are dedicated to providing the best possible educational journey for our 

children. Schooling is about every aspect of human personality and achievement and so an important 

part of the work we do in school is promoting a sense of the joy of learning. Developing the children’s 

personal, social and emotional skills starts in our Foundation Stage and remains important throughout 

each child’s time with us. 

 

We are extremely proud of the positive relationships that we have with our families and the wider 

community in which they live. We understand that parents and carers wish to take an active role in their 

child’s education and it is our aim to work as one team in order to deliver the highest standards of 

education for all our pupils. 

 

What type of special educational needs do pupils currently at Woodwater Academy have? 

 

The school is successfully including pupils with a wide range of SEND including difficulties with: cognition 

and learning; communication and interaction; social, emotional and mental health; and sensory or 

physical needs. 

 

How does the school identify pupils needing additional support?  

 

 

The staff within the Woodwater Academy closely monitors the progress of all children in the school on a 

regular basis. The school tracks children’s progress, and regularly assess social and emotional 

development. 

 

At Woodwater Academy children are identified as having SEND through a variety of ways including the 

following: 

• Liaison with the previous educational setting 

• Tracking information – is the child performing below age expected levels? 

• School based assessments carried out initially by the class teacher 

• Further school based assessments carried out by the SENCo where concerns raised e.g. 

Junior Language Link or Short Term Memory assessment 

• Concerns raised by parents 

• Concern raised by school staff 

• Concern raised by pupil 

• Liaison with external agencies 

• Health diagnosis 

What should I do if I think my child needs more help in school? 

 

 

Teachers are available at the beginning and end of the school day to talk to parents about any 

concerns. A separate time can be arranged to have a longer discussion if necessary. The Head teacher 

and SENDCO can be contacted by e mail woodwater@ventrus.org.uk  or by phone (01392) 274147 and 

are happy to meet with parents to discuss any concerns and agree the best way forward. 

 

How will I know about support planned for my child? 

 

 

At termly parents’ evenings, teachers discuss progress with parents and agree plans for extra support. The 

Head teacher and SENDCO also attend the parents’ evenings and meets with parents as necessary.   

https://files.api.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50019869


Some children will have a more detailed Individual Education Plan (IEP) agreed with parents and other 

professionals in Team around the Family meetings (TAF meetings). The IEP will be reviewed regularly with 

all involved to ensure that the child is making as much progress as possible.   

 

Children with an Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP) have an Annual review meeting where 

progress over the year is discussed in detail, and plans for the next 12 months agreed with parents and 

children.  

 

At times of transition to other schools, additional meetings and support plans are put into place for 

children and their families.  

 

In all the above meetings the support of parents in their child’s learning is welcomed and seen as an 

important part of helping the child make as much progress as possible.  

 

What sort of extra support might my child have?  

 

 

The school aims to include every child in as much learning as possible alongside their peers in the 

mainstream classroom. It provides a wide range of additional support to enable children to achieve this. 

The curriculum may be adapted to meet individual children’s special educational needs. It is recognised 

that some children may need additional or different provision for varying amounts of their timetable.  

 

The school uses a nurturing approach to support additional social and emotional needs and has a 

number of experienced TAs trained to deliver social and emotional interventions.  

 

How will I know if my child is doing well? 

 

 

In addition to parents’ evenings, the school encourages informal conversations between staff and 

parents so that success can be celebrated quickly and problems discussed at an early stage. The 

children and their parents are seen as key players in ensuring successful supporting children with SEND 

and regular contact is seen as important.  

 

Some children may have a home-school book to keep parents in touch with daily events and all children 

receive an Annual Report on their progress.  

 

How will my child be included in school activities? 

 

 

All children with SEND are taught within a mainstream class and are involved in all aspects of school life; 

this includes: class assemblies, outings, residential trips and after school clubs. Children with SEND play a 

full and active part in school life.  

 

Who supports children with SEN and disabilities at Woodwater Academy?  

 

 

All staff at Woodwater Academy, including Teaching Assistants working with either individual children or 

small groups and Teaching Assistants offering support for children with emotional and social 

development, support children with SEND but the following may be individually involved in supporting 

your child; 

 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCO): Lorraine Puttick 

Governor with responsibility for SEND: Toni Coles 

Educational psychologist: Angie Mudge 

Physical Difficulties Teacher: Kelly Foster 

SEND ICT consultant: Scott Lowther 

Communication and Interaction Team: Victoria Channings/Freya Brooks/Ann Wiseman 

Teacher of the Deaf: Fiona Poulton 

 

The school has also has access to the following services: 

 Sensory support (Occupational Therapy) 



 SALT (Speech and Language Therapy) 

 Autism Assessment Team 

 School Nurse 

 Physiotherapy 

 CAMHs (Child and Adolescent Mental Health) 

  

These services are commissioned by ‘Devon Clinical Commissioning Group’ and are commissioned 

through Virgin Care to deliver health services to children in school. 

 

As a school we also work closely with a number of services from the Early Help arena such as Family 

Support Workers. 

 

The SENDCO at Woodwater Academy has a degree in Psychology, gained the SENDCO National Award 

for SEN, is a Nurture practitioner and has experience of working with SEND children with a variety of 

needs.  

How is the school equipped to meet the needs of children with SEN and disabilities? 

 

 

• Woodwater Academy is fully compliant with Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) requirements. 

• The school has easy access and double doors where appropriate.  We have temporary ramps 

for wheelchair access when necessary. 

• There is access to a disabled toilet, a shower area and changing facilities. 

• We ensure wherever possible that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of 

their needs. 

• After-school provision is accessible to all children, including those with SEN. 

• The school has an Evacuation Chair for use during an emergency evacuation or fire alarm. 

• The school allocates funds to meet the needs of smaller items of specialist equipment and 

works with outside agencies to provide larger items of equipment.   

How are parents involved in the school? 

 

 

At Woodwater we regularly invite parents and carers to join us in a range of events including assemblies, 

celebrations and special events. We are keen to develop our PTA and welcome parental involvement. 

We are keen to explore parental skills and talents so that we can work well as a team to support and 

develop the whole school community. 

 

The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and 

to share information about what is working well at home and school, so that similar strategies can be 

used.  The SENCo is available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns/worries 

you may have. 

 

All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the person involved directly, or 

where this is not possible, in a report. IEPs will be reviewed with your involvement on a regular basis 

 

 

 

How can I get more information about SEN in Exeter and Devon?  

 

 

Devon Information Advice and Support  (DIAS) http://www.devonias.org.uk/  provide general advice 

and support on many aspects of education of children with SEN and disabilities and can be of particular 

help at times of transition from primary to secondary school.  The support provided by Devon Local 

Authority for children with SEN and disabilities can be found in at 

https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/.  Teachers and the SENDCo can direct parents to other 

organisations and services that can provide additional support for SEND.   

 

What should I do if I am worried or unhappy about the support my child is receiving in school? 

 

 

Pupils, staff and parents are expected to listen carefully and respectfully to each other. Where an issue 

arises, parents should, in the first instance, make an appointment to speak with their child’s class teacher 

http://www.devonias.org.uk/
https://new.devon.gov.uk/send/


and seek to resolve any concerns. If a parent believes that their concern has not been resolved to their 

satisfaction or is of a more serious or sensitive nature, an appointment should be made to see the SENDCo 

who will investigate matters further. Where an issue is not satisfactorily resolved, parents should then take 

up the matter with the Head Teacher. If a parent still feels concerned, the Governor responsible for SEND 

can be contacted via the school’s email address. 

DIAS (see details above) can advise parents on how to proceed if they feel their concerns are not being 

adequately addressed by the school or the Local Authority.  

 

 


