Woodwater
Academy

Term Dates:

10 Feburary
Last Day of Term

13-17 February
Half Term Holiday

20 February
First Day of Term

21 February
Parents Evening

23 February
Parents Evening

27 February - 3 March
Book Celebration Week

2 March
Smith Cake Sale

3 March
Dress Up as a Book Character
Day

13 March
National Measuring for Year 6
& Reception

28 March
Class Photos

31 March
WAPTA Non Uniform Day
&

Last Day of Term

School Attendance
for January 2023
94.7%

Best Class
Attendance
for January 2023
St John

WOODWATER ACADEMY

Woodwater Lane, Exeter, EX2 5AW
www.woodwater.devon.sch.uk

01392 274147

Newsletter: Friday 10 February 2023

Message from Katie Chown:

This week is Children’s Mental
Health Week. Mrs Olivant spoke
with the children in assembly this
week about this year's theme ‘Let’s
Connect'. Feeling connected to
other people is vital for our wellbeing, and when that
doesn’t happen, we can sometimes feel isolated and
lonely, which can have a negative impact on our mental
heath. Moments of connection are really important in
the relationships that children have with their parents/
carers and friends. Family life can be busy and
stressful, so it is important to find some time where you
all connect together. Visit the Place2Be Parenting
Smart Website for practical tips from child mental
health experts to support children’s wellbeing and
behaviour.

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Helen Neal and Miss
Chloe Shute to our teaching assistant teams in EYFS &
KS1. After half term, we also look forward to welcoming
Mrs Julie Galt to our administrative team in the office.
All the ladies are delighted to be working with our
children and families here at Woodwater.

Book Celebration Week is Monday 27 February to Fri-
day 3 March and your child will have the opportunity to
dress up as a book character on Friday 3 March so
please enjoy some conversations over half term and
about which character they might choose and why.

EYFS:

This week in the EYFS we have looking at the story of
“The Shopping Basket”. Together, we have made our
own shopping lists. We made a list of ingredients to
make pizzas and today we will be making them. How
exciting!

Lost Coats
We have a number of lost
un-named coats in lost property—
please come and have a look if
your child is missing one!

Years1and 2:

This week in PE, Year 1 & 2 have been focusing on
movement and dance. Within English the children have
recently read “The Great Explorer” so using their
bodies in PE they have been exploring a new and
foreign land based on the North Pole. They have been
working hard to keep their movements to a beat and
use facial expressions.

Years 3 and 4:

Last week in Years 3 and 4, we went on a trip to Kents
Cavern! We had an amazing time exploring the caves
and looking at artefacts.

See Page 3 for photos of these trips and of the parent
event.

Years 5 and 6:

This week in DT, we have been investigating electric
motors and how they create a ‘rotary’ motion. We used
an electric motor to spin a Newton colour wheel. We
tried to ‘put the colours back together’ to make white.
We needed a fast spinning motor to do this and we
noticed how effective the motor was at spinning or
turning our wheel. We considered what else motors
might be used for.




THIS WEEK WE CELEBRATE:
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STAR ACHIEVER

3.2.23

Rosen Stars ol the Week

3.2.23 Laurentiu & Grayson

10.2.23 Ivy & Noah

Teamwork
Respect
Ambition
Courage
Kindness

VALUES CHAMPION

RO 3

This week:

1st Rougemont 267
21 Haldon 224

37Y Drogo 220

4th Powderham 200
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This week:

1st Drogo 234

2"d Rougemont 221
3rd Haldon 189

4th Powderham 150
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Year 3 & 4 shr'ing their learning
about The Water Cycle
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Attendance

Consistently good attendance makes a real difference to your child's education, both academically and
socially. We completely understand that on occasion, children are too ill to attend school or have critical
medical appointments that can't be made in the school day. However, please ensure your child is sent to
school whenever possible and does not miss any time for minor illness or appointments that could be
made outside of school hours. If you have concerns about your child's health or attendance, please come
and speak with us.

Did you know?

. National average attendance so far this year is 94% for primary aged children.

. A child can miss up to 6 days of school over the year through illness or critical appointments
and still have attendance of almost 97%.

. 90% attendance is equivalent to missing a day of school each fortnight.

. If a child has 80% attendance persistently then by the end of Year 4 they will have missed
the equivalent of a whole school year.
. If you take a two-week holiday in term time your child's attendance reduces to 95%.

. Research has shown that below average attendance at the Primary phase has an impact on
GCSE attainment.

. Data shows that pupils with more than 95% attendance achieve GCSE at least one grade
higher.

If your child is not well enough to attend school, then you must contact the school office and let us
know. Safeguarding guidance requires us to establish the safety and wellbeing of all pupils. If we do
not have contact from families to confirm the reason for absence, we are obliged to make a home visit
and contact other authorities if necessary.
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I you need help with school attendance,
please tak to your school for advice
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