
Newsletter: Monday 8 January 2024 

Term Dates: 
 

Blyton Cake Sale 
11 January 

 
Menu Change 

January Big Brunch 
See attached poster 

18 January 
 

Dahl Cake Sale 
1 February 

 
Parents’ Evening 

7 & 8 February  
 

Last Day of Term 
9 February 

 
Half Term Holiday 
12—16 February 

 
First Day of Term  

19 February 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WOODWATER  ACADEMY 
 Woodwater Lane, Exeter, EX2 5AW 

www.woodwater.devon.sch.uk 
01392 274147 

Message from  Rachel Olivant:  
Welcome back to the new term, we 
hope you had an enjoyable and restful 
festive period.  Despite the dark morn-
ings and evenings, the children seem to 
have returned full of energy and many 
have definitely grown over the break!  
With colder weather forecast in coming 
weeks, please remember that if the weather conditions 
impact school opening in any way, we will communicate 
with you by text/email and the school website.  Pupils 
at school do receive minor head bumps and occasion-
ally more serious head injuries.  Please read the  
attached information about how we communicate with 
parents and things to look out for at home after any 
head bump. 

 
EYFS: 
This week, the Reception children have been learning 
about the text ‘Sharing a Shell’ by Julia Donaldson. 
They have discussed how the characters learn to share 
and work together. Following this, the children explored 
painting their own shells and practised their counting 

skills using shells.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Years 1 & 2: 
This week the children began learning about the Dain-
tree Rainforest in Australia. They used globes to find 
Australia and realised how far away it was! The  
children loved exploring and using the magnifying 
glasses to help them find out what the rainforest looked 

like.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Attendance 
for  December 2023 

93.6% 
Best Class  
Attendance 

for December 2023 
Ahlberg & Dahl 

 

97% 
Diarrhoea & Vomiting 

 
Children can return to school 48 hours after 
their last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting. 

Years 3 & 4: 
We have been learning ways to keep safe when using 
the internet, knowing the possible dangers and  
consequences of talking online to people we don’t know. 
Children can name the positives of using technology, for 
example using programs like TT Rock Stars, Spelling 
Shed and Accelerated Reader to help us with our  
learning. They are also aware of the potential negatives, 
understanding the difference between safe and risky 
choices, and how to choose well to keep themselves 
safe and happy.   

Years 5 & 6 : 
This week we have evaluated the effectiveness of the 
bridges they designed and made before Christmas.  In 
DT, we made arches out of ‘voussoirs’ to make a secure 
and stable bridge.  We tested the bridges by rolling  
marbles across them. We tried to make our bridges look 
as attractive as possible (like the Charles Bridge in  
Prague or the Roman aqueduct in Nimes).    

 
 


